
The Gettysburg Address: Abraham Lincoln's
Timeless Speech That Defined a Nation
On November 19, 1863, in a small town in Pennsylvania, Abraham Lincoln
delivered one of the most iconic speeches in American history – The
Gettysburg Address. This short but powerful speech has become a symbol
of democracy, unity, and equality.

The Historical Context

During the American Civil War from 1861 to 1865, the Union and
Confederate armies clashed in bloody battles that tore the nation apart.
The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, was a major
turning point in the war. The Union forces managed to repel General Robert
E. Lee's Confederate Army, marking a crucial victory for the North.

Months after the battle, a ceremony was held to consecrate the Soldiers'
National Cemetery in Gettysburg and honor the fallen soldiers. President
Lincoln was invited to deliver a speech, summarizing the significance of the
battle and its righteous cause.

The Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln(Kindle Edition)
4.7 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 807 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 16 pages

https://proquest-ebook-central.web.app/read.html?dszypxdkkyihbfz=eyJjdCI6IjI4UG15Mml4NFFRT055d3RDMzdJVHA4ZHdpektFXC9ybnErWjh2SkhGY2wrZU5Vd2VQa21lcWVwYzRTaUhYRkdXV1doMVpvbnU1VDdsZnRYZ1BxaVhORTJMcm8xQkszNVBSZmlZc2tTd2NBMUZQem5rSGNUMDFxdGlScFNGT2dCQjBxTHlPclM4b0NiaERONHpLNjdObnR4WVdBYnVMaEZFbkR3QXlYWmR4RTQ9IiwiaXYiOiIzNDZkOGU2NGNhOTdjNThkZWVkMWE3NjdhODAwYjQxMSIsInMiOiI5YTYzNWY3NWQxYWM0YzMwIn0%3D
https://proquest-ebook-central.web.app/read.html?dszypxdkkyihbfz=eyJjdCI6Inlxbk1OTE1QMXNRNE9OelBvbUhZREVpTzZzRThMVWZHNFF4ejdPUUNDMmpXem9KdDVcL0FsYWtnZnorMUFmajZ3NEJuYVFPNWFDOFpJSnNRM0I3QUdEM1ZiR1U0bjd2UnZxY0tXQk5hMWwyNWEzKzh4Tm1ZUmtjRzYxcW9EbHRValB2bkZOTW00WHh5WFBWWDhGVldRa0JaOU1XSU9namZ6bmFWTGRkTE55aDg9IiwiaXYiOiIwOTdmYzcyOGQwZDViZjNmZmRkODNiODRjZDY0NjllNSIsInMiOiIzZmYzYjM2MTA0Nzg0MmU3In0%3D


The Gettysburg Address

On that fateful day, amidst a crowd of thousands, President Lincoln took to
the podium and gave a speech that would resonate through the ages. The
Gettysburg Address, lasting just over two minutes, eloquently captured the
principles upon which the United States was founded and addressed the
need for unity in a time of great division.

Lincoln's speech opened with the famous line: "Four score and seven years
ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal."

He stressed the importance of preserving the Union, stating, "It is for us the
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced."

The President concluded his address with the call to action: "that this
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom – and that
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish
from the earth."

The Impact and Legacy

Despite its brevity, Lincoln's Gettysburg Address left an indelible mark on
American society. It symbolized the core principles of democracy, liberty,
and equality, which the nation continues to strive for.
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Lincoln's words embodied the sacrifices made by those who fought on the
battlefield and the duty of the living to carry forward their work. The
Gettysburg Address provided hope, encouragement, and a renewed sense
of purpose to a war-weary nation.

Over time, the speech gained even greater significance. It became a core
component of American education, with students memorizing its powerful
words and understanding its historical importance.

The Power of Words

Lincoln's ability to convey profound ideas in a concise and accessible
manner made The Gettysburg Address a timeless masterpiece. Its impact
transcended the immediate context of the Civil War and resonated with
generations to come.

The speech serves as a reminder that even in the face of great adversity,
unity and equality are the bedrocks on which a nation can build a
prosperous future.

The Gettysburg Address stands as a testament to the power of words,
enduring as a shining example of the ideals upon which the United States
was founded. Abraham Lincoln's concise but powerful speech continues to
inspire and guide the nation, reminding it of the principles that bind its
people together.
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The Gettysburg Address is a speech by U.S. President Abraham Lincoln,
one of the best-known in American history. It was delivered by Lincoln
during the American Civil War, on the afternoon of Thursday, November 19,
1863, at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, four and a half months after the Union armies defeated
those of the Confederacy at the Battle of Gettysburg. Abraham Lincoln's
carefully crafted address, secondary to other presentations that day, was
one of the greatest and most influential statements of national purpose. In
just over two minutes, Lincoln reiterated the principles of human equality
espoused by the Declaration of Independence and proclaimed the Civil
War as a struggle for the preservation of the Union sundered by the
secession crisis, with "a new birth of freedom" that would bring true equality
to all of its citizens. Lincoln also redefined the Civil War as a struggle not
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just for the Union, but also for the principle of human equality. Beginning
with the now-iconic phrase "Four score and seven years ago"—referring to
the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776—Lincoln examined
the founding principles of the United States as stated in the Declaration of
Independence. In the context of the Civil War, Lincoln also memorialized
the sacrifices of those who gave their lives at Gettysburg and extolled
virtues for the listeners (and the nation) to ensure the survival of America's
representative democracy: that "government of the people, by the people,
for the people, shall not perish from the earth." Despite the speech's
prominent place in the history and popular culture of the United States, the
exact wording and location of the speech are disputed. The five known
manuscripts of the Gettysburg Address in Lincoln's hand differ in a number
of details, and also differ from contemporary newspaper reprints of the
speech.
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